
Justice for the Weak, Poor and Forgotten 

 
The most extensive body of teaching in 
the Bible on the subject of giving is found 
in the Corinthian epistles (I Corinthians 
16:1-4, II Corinthians 8-9). In American 
churches, sermons on these passages 
often ignore the historical occasion of 
these texts. Famine and persecution had 
left the Christians in Jerusalem in great 
poverty. (Acts 11:28) See the commentary 
First Corinthians by John MacArthur Jr., 
Moody Press. 
 
Paul wrote to the relatively wealthy Corin-
thian church to instruct them to join in a 
fundraising effort along with churches in 
other provinces. The money would be col-
lected and taken to Jerusalem to be dis-
tributed directly to the poor Christians 
there (see Romans 15:25-27). The Corin-
thians had started their weekly collections 
of funds, but had apparently lost interest 
as the year wore on. Paul writes a second 
letter as a reminder, with more detailed 
instructions on giving to aid the poor. 
 
Jesus Christ is the model of Paul’s in-

structions in giving to the poor. II Cor. 8:9, 
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes He became poor, so that you through His 
poverty might become rich.” Giving to the 

poor is to be proportionate to income, 
based on personal decisions and done  
joyfully, not out of a spirit of legalism or  
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Summer 2017 high pressure.  II Corinthians 9:7-8 “Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God 
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work.” Giving 

to assist the poor not only meets practical 
needs for survival, but also is accepted by 

God as an act of worship. II Corinthians 
9:12 “This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks 
to God.” 
 
News of giving to the poor makes a good 
impression on those outside of Christ. Paul 
mentions that “men” (usually referring to 
the general community beyond the church) 
“will praise God for the obedience that accom-
panies your confession of the Gospel of Christ 
and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and everyone else.”  II Corinthians 9:13b. 
 
Renewed teaching and modeling is need-
ed in America’s evangelical churches in 
order to restore emphasis on the poor in 
our budgeting and fundraising strategies. 
Today many Christians see the offering 
plate as the way to maintain the institution-
al infrastructure of the church. Little em-
phasis is placed on the original context of 
the most extensive passages on giving in 
the Bible – care of the poor. In a frequency 
not unlike the Old Testament, the New 
Testament writers assume a continuity of 
demonstrating our faith by doing justice for 
the weak, the poor and the forgotten. 

Servants Center rescues the mentally ill homeless and poor from the streets 

and provides ongoing support with dignity, reflecting Christ’s love. 

Yes, I would like to support the ongoing ministry of Servants Center  

 

Please accept my gift of:   $50 ____   $100 ____   $250 ____    $500 ____   $1,000 ____   Other     

 

 

Make checks payable and mail to:  Servants Center, PO Box F, Grand Rapids, MI 49501  

 Name:               

 Address:               

 City/ST/Zip:              

 Phone:         Email:        

 

 

Servants Center 

P.O. Box F 

Grand Rapids, MI 

49501 

If you look, 

you can 

find God’s 

Word 

anywhere, 

even in a 

homeless 

camp. 

 
“Those who are kind 

to poor people lend 

to the LORD. He will  

reward them for 

what they have 

done.”  

Proverbs 19:17 

Donate securely online at our website, www.servantscenter.org, by using PayPal.  

Servants Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  All donations are tax deductible. 



           

 

 

 

Helping the mentally ill homeless get off and stay off the streets . . . . 

Can you imagine being 82 years 
old, a stroke victim, and living 
outdoors in a motorized wheel-
chair? Marilee has resisted eve-
ryone’s help in getting housing. 
She is a spirited woman, com-
bative, verbally defiant and pre-
ferred the streets to a comforta-
ble bed. Her latest ER visit re-
sulted in hospitalization. This 
was a good thing, as it allowed 
her to get a needed evaluation, 
proper medicines, and allowed 
us time to find suitable housing.  
She was not happy about this.   
 
Her difficult reputation and histo-
ry went before her and dozens of 
nursing homes had rejected her.  
After a brief stay in a nursing 
home, we found a more perma-
nent home for her. She is safe, is 
indoors, and has 3 meals a day 
and medication oversight. We’re 
sure her feistiness helped keep 
her safe on the streets along with 
the caring eye of our Father in 
Heaven. Pray that we may have 
many opportunities to talk to her 
about how much God loves her. 
 

Freddy is a homeless vet who 
loves his alcohol. His veterans 
benefits were suspended be-
cause he couldn’t be located and 
lived outdoors wherever he could 
find a hiding place. We came 
upon him one day and struck up 
a friendship. We are working on 
reinstating his benefits and find-
ing housing. He says he’s ready 
to let us help him. 

Helping Others find Home 

 

How you can support us—through Volunteer Opportunities 

______ Appointment Helper—Take an easy client to appointments; do light shopping together; or be a trusted friend. 

______ Marketing Expertise—Help us to update our brochure and other informational materials. 

How you can support us—through Unique Giving Opportunities 

______ AmazonSmile.com—Same Amazon, same products, same prices, same services. They donate 0.5% of the 
 price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to us. Select Servants Center when you sign up. 

______ Spartan-Nash “Direct Your Dollars”—Send us your original receipts from D&W Stores, Family Fare Stores 
 and Forest Hills Foods. As a non-profit, we submit $150,000 in eligible receipts and receive a $1,000 check. 

Kiel Hamlet is 
our newest 
addition to 
the Servants 
Center staff, 
now totaling 
5. He will be 
building rela-
tionships with 
the homeless 
population in 
our city by 

going out to meet them on the 
streets and searching out and 
visiting their camps. He is taking 
up where Don Tack left off when 
he retired several years ago. 

Kiel will also meet with churches, 
businesses and individuals inter-
ested in knowing more about 
what Servants Center does and 
how they can help our ministry 
through hands-on service, finan-
cial support and prayer. Want 
him to preach some Sunday? 
Give him a call at 616-456-8512. 
 
Kiel came to Servants Center 
after 6 years with Degage Minis-
tries. His work there with the 
poor and homeless population 
has uniquely prepared him to 
now spend time out on the 
streets in search of those in need 
that don’t know how to help 
themselves.   

Jay overheard us talking with 
someone. He stopped us as we 
left and asked, “I’d like to learn 
more about the Bible. Do you 
think God can help me through 
my difficult time? Do you know 
someone who would do a Bible 
study with me?” We praise God 
for another sharing opportunity! 
 
We had saved enough money to 
buy a small TV for Andy. When 
we brought him his weekly 
spending and the TV, he ex-
claimed, “I’m happy today. I get 
some money AND a TV! Thank 
you for making me feel wanted. I 
love all of you!” 
 
A generous donor called saying 
they had a freezer full of food 
and wanted to donate it. Wow! 
We know many people that can 
use the food. What a blessing! 
 
Michael was in hospice and ex-
pected to pass within 24 hours. 
We came to stay with him. The 
hospice nurse exclaimed, “Wow, 
we never see guardians.” We 
responded, “We love our clients 
and we need to be here.” The 
nurse replied, “Can I come and 
work for you?” 
 
Adam called saying he was out 
of food. When he called back 
minutes later, he told us he 
prayed and then heard a knock 
on his door. Someone left him a 
bag of TV dinners and fruit.  
“Wow, God heard my prayer!” 

Street Outreach Specialist Never a Dull Moment 

“The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.”  Proverbs 22:9  

Kiel Hamlet 

Please let us know of changes to your mailing address on the reverse side, or send an email to servantscentergr@gmail.com. 

All stories and photos are used with permission. 

Setting up home under an overpass 

Kiel found this camp near the river 

We found Freddy sleeping in an alcove 


