
Obedience Faces Opposition —
Overcoming Obstacles 

 

Each of us on the staff at Servants 
Center believe the Lord has called us 
to get mentally ill homeless people off 
the streets and into safe and affordable 
housing. This endeavor is more than 
social work. We are working to model 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. However 
any work for Christ does not come 
without opposition.  

 

In the mission and work of Servants 
Center, opposition is revealed in nu-
merous ways. We and the many caring 
and hard-working employees at the 
various government-funded agencies 
with which we interact are working with 
a broken system. We are alert to the 
spiritual needs of these people, our 
clients and the individuals we meet out 
on the streets. 

 

One obstacle is the “right-to-refuse 
treatment” state law. Persons suffering 
from severe neurological brain disor-
ders, especially schizophrenics, are 
unable to recognize that they have a 
disease and refuse any help. To pro-
tect them, we often have to collect 
proof and go to Probate Court to testify 
that a person is putting themselves at 
risk of harm.   

 

A second obstacle is service agencies 
and individuals not well versed in the  
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responsibilities of legal guardianship.   
Servants Center has been appointed 
by the Kent County Probate judge to 
serve as legal guardian for many of our 
clients.  Often during meetings we find 
we must review what guardianship 
means instead of spending more time 
focusing on the individual in need.   
 

A third obstacle is government mandat-
ed “person-centered planning”, which is 
often unrealistic. It leans towards what-
ever the individual wants, often not tak-
ing into consideration input from the 
legal guardian about what is best or 
necessary for them. Another hurdle is 
pressures on hospitals to discharge 
mentally ill patients quickly, often re-
leasing them back to the streets. Lastly, 
there is opposition from the evil one. 
We feel his assault to undermine our 
efforts as we seek to help the homeless 
and vulnerable who have real need get 
off and stay off the streets. 

 

Our response? We turn to the One who 
can help us. We pray! God goes to bat-
tle for us, ahead of us. “Don’t be afraid 
of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is 
great and powerful.  Nehemiah 4:14b” We 
remind each other that God is the One 
that can help us overcome the daily 
obstacles we face. We have experi-
enced His deliverance in many cases. 
We believe it is important to try to keep 
our cool and exhibit God’s grace out on 
the streets, on the phone, in the office, 
in conversations with medical provid-
ers, case managers, nursing home and 
adult foster care staff, court staff, police 
and with street people. 

 

Please join us in prayer as we seek to 
overcome the daily obstacles of dealing 
with the most neglected and challeng-
ing segment of America’s homeless 
population.  “What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things?  If God is for 
us, who can be against us?  Romans 8:31”    
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 “Speak up for those who 

cannot speak for them-

selves, for the rights of 

all who are destitute.  

Speak up and judge fair-

ly; defend the rights of 

the poor and needy.” 

 

Proverbs 31:8-9 
Sleeping under the highway 



Helping the mentally ill homeless get off and stay off the streets . . . . 

Answering the Crisis 

 

After 7 years on staff at 
Servants Center and 10 
years as a volunteer, Deb 
has retired. She was al-
ways on the go running 
clients to medical and psy-

chiatric appointments, spent count-
less hours in the hospital ER with 
individuals and handled any medical 
needs that came up. We wish her 
many blessings in her retirement! 

Market Rates Taking Over 

Debra Schmenk has Retired 

Thank you to EVERYONE who 

contributed to Servants Center 

last fall when we asked you for 

help so we could take on indi-

viduals who needed an emer-

gency representative payee 

when their current payee sud-

denly closed down. Your gifts 

have allowed us to add almost 

60 clients in 2 months time, and 

we’re continuing to receive calls 

to accept more. It was a rocky 

start taking on so many clients 

all at the same time. Things 

have now smoothed out nicely. 

Thank you for making it possi-

ble to add staff so we can an-

swer those calls and increase 

our capacity to do street out-

reach as well. THANK YOU! 

Linda’s Cry for Help  
“The new management here just 
gave me terrible news. They are not 
renewing my lease when it expires.  
They want all the "below market" 
rentals out. After 17 years here, I 
have to be out in 60 days! 

 

My rent will go from $254 subsi-
dized to $1,069 no subsidy. My disa-
bility is only $791. They said, “Too 
bad, you have to go. It's not person-
al. Property upgrades.” Section 8 
and Servants Center are my barrier 
wall to homelessness. Thank you for 
all you’ve done to help me!” 

 

Tim’s Cry for Help  
“My building was sold 2 months ago 
and I just learned today it will be 
renovated for “upscale clientele”. I 
have 7 weeks to find a Section 8 
apartment.” This change, after liv-
ing there 8 years, has traumatized 
Tim so much so he is currently 
hospitalized and fears being 
homeless again and eating out of 
dumpsters. 

THANK YOU to the Calvary 
Church Choir & Orchestra for 
purchasing Christmas gifts for 
our clients.  They were overjoyed 
to receive gifts. “It’s been 10 years 
since I received something wrapped.” 
“All of this for me? Tell them 
THANK YOU!” 

 

THANK YOU to Jamestown Bap-
tist Church for the clothing and 
goodies for our clients in need.   

 
 

THANK YOU to ALL our church-
es and donors for your support, 
your gifts, and your prayers! 

    Donate with Assurance  
 

Servants Center is 
accredited by the 

Evangelical Council 
for Financial  

Accountability 
www.ecfa.org 

They went from living on the 

streets to becoming a family. 

We have placed 5 formerly homeless men 

who love to drink into stable housing. This 

is the only place where they are not booted 

out for drinking. They are safe, off the 

streets and have developed a family bond. 

Replacing Debra Schmenk is  
Jessica Brown.  She joined us in 
April to serve as a Cli-
ent Specialist. Jessica 
has managed an adult 
foster care behavioral 
home for many years 
and is experienced in 
dealing with difficult individuals. 
 

Spencer Husch joined 
Servants Center in 
March to serve as a Cli-
ent Specialist and to 
help with street outreach 
to the homeless. He has 

served in full-time homeless ministry 
in West Michigan and Louisville, 
Kentucky since 2012.  

 

Cheri Theriault came to 
Servants Center in Jan-
uary as our Administra-
tive Assistant.  She is a 
huge help with the 
mountain of paperwork, 
reporting, and answering the busy 
phones on a daily basis.  

Additions to Staff 

Please help us expand our 
services with your financial 
gift.  Will you consider mak-
ing your gift a regular month-
ly or quarterly gift? 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’”         Matthew 25:40  


