
Blessings of Encouragement and Strength 

 
In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus addresses all 
the people of the earth at the final judg-
ment.  Two categories, the “sheep” and 
the “goats” are sorted.  Sheep represent 
the individuals who have demonstrated 
their acceptance of the Gospel by helping 
poor and homeless people.  Goats repre-
sent people who address Jesus as Lord, 
but have not lifted a finger to serve the 
poor.  Jesus builds on the ancient text of 
Isaiah, chapter 58: 

 

“Is not this the kind of worship I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 
ropes of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and 
break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food 
with the hungry, and to provide the poor wan-
derer with shelter, when you see the naked, to 
clothe him?”  Isaiah 58:6-7 

 

The Lord promises blessings of encour-
agement and strength to those who help 
poor people. 

 

“And if you spend yourselves on behalf of the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed 
then your light will rise in the darkness and  

From Don Tack, Retired Founder 

of Servants Center 

Servants Center 

Staff: 

 

Peggy Boverhof 

Exec. Director 

 

Adam Freeman 

Kiel Hamlet 

Jan Irwin 

Deb Schmenk 
 

 

Servants Center 

Board of Directors: 

 

 

Chuck Hahn, Pres. 

Deb Borst, Vice Pres. 

Dustin Keena, Treas. 

Dick Jasinski, Secy. 

Marny Danz 

Dr. Michael Michelakis 

Bob Stark 

Keith VanderWeele 

 

Tel: (616) 456-8512 

Fax: (616) 456-8518 

 

servantscentergr 
@gmail.com 

 

www.servantscenter.org 

Spring 2018 your night will become like the noonday.  The 
Lord will guide you always: He will satisfy 
your needs.”  Isaiah 58:10-11a 

 

In fifty-six years of ministry, I have ob-
served some of the specific benefits en-
joyed by congregations that consistently 
serve the poor and homeless people of the 
community: 

 

1. Working among the poor helps to de-
feat the sin of selfishness and materi-
alism. 

2. Involving our young people in poverty 
outreach prevents them from becom-
ing self-focused with a me-first atti-
tude. 

3. A church’s fight against poverty at-
tracts community people to check out 
the church. 

4. Church members who expend a great 
deal of energy serving the poor are too 
“other directed” to squabble with each 
other. 

 

“Blessed is he who has regard for the poor: the 
Lord delivers him in times of trouble.”   

Psalm 41:1  

Servants Center helps the mentally ill homeless and poor get off the streets 

and provides ongoing support with dignity, reflecting Christ’s love. 

Servants Center 

P.O. Box F 

Grand Rapids, MI 

49501 

 
 

“Speak up for those who 

cannot speak for them-

selves, for the rights of 

all who are destitute.  

Speak up and judge 

fairly; defend the rights 

of the poor and needy.”  

 

Proverbs 31:8-9 

“My House” - a home recently found under an 

overpass 

E-Newsletter 

Would you be willing to receive our news-

letter by email?  This will result in a big 

savings on printing costs and postage.  We 

are mindful in how we spend the dollars 

God brings to us. Send us your email ad-

dress to servantscentergr@gmail.com with 

“Enewsletter” in the subject line and we will 

save it for that purpose only.  Include your 

name so we can update our distribution list 

correctly.   

Please consider supporting Servants 

Center with a monthly financial gift so 

that we may expand our work to help 

more mentally ill homeless.  

Your gifts are such a blessing to us 

and help us fulfill what God has called 

us to do.  Thank you for your partner-

ship. 



Helping the mentally ill homeless get off and stay off the streets . . . . 

Judith has been a fixture in the 
Heartside area downtown for the 
past 15 years. Maybe you have 
seen her walking down S. Division 
hunched over her walker? She had 

been living on the 
streets for the most 
part, with occasional 
stays in a shelter. 
Her physical and 
mental decline result-
ed in hospitalization. 
Servants Center was 

asked to become guardian. We 
have been able to place her in a 
long-term care nursing home. 
 
We have known EC, age 80,  since 
the 1990’s. He loves attending a 
downtown AA program but was  
asked to not return due to extremely 
poor personal care habits that be-
came intolerable to those around 
him. He was forced from a motel 
when he couldn’t clean up after him-
self. Adult Protective Services be-
came involved and Servants Center 
assisted in getting him medically 
checked and admitted for a mental 
health evaluation. We are now his 
guardian and are in the process of 
finding appropriate housing and 
mental health services.  
 
Melvin, age 75, attends the church 
of one of our staff.  When it later 
became known he was losing his 
housing due to his hoarding and 
required repairs by the Health De-
partment, Servants Center stepped 
in. His 
cogni-
tive 
issues 
require 
an 
Adult 
Foster 
Care 
home. 
We are looking in the Wyoming/
Kentwood area so he can continue 
to attend his church.  

Helping Others find Home 

It’s not often we hear words of 
thanks from clients and those on the 
street.  We’d like to share a few we 
recently received: 
 
From L. - “Hey Everyone, I’m walk-
ing down the street crying to you 
guys on the phone over stuff. It’s 
stupid.  It’s not you; it’s that at times 
like this I cannot do much of any-
thing.  All things look impossible, like 
a mountain.  When I got seriously ill 
in the past (I am not seriously ill yet), 
I’ve lost everything – apartment, job, 
car, dignity. I fear everything. I’ve 
never had anyone I could count on 
for much of anything. It’s pretty 
scary. But you folks really made a 
difference in my life.  No matter 
what, I don’t think I’ll end up home-
less again.  You don’t know what the 
Servants Center means to me. The 
only port in the storm I have ever 
had.  Thank you.” 
 
 
 

From D. - “Thank you for meeting 
me today at Social Security.  What 
are the odds of a man I knew for 6 
years from Degage now working at 
Servants Center and helping me 
again!  You guys are the right payee 
for me, and I hope you have enough 
room to take me in.  I’m so honored 
and I trust you.  I wanted to thank all 
of you for your trust. Things are 
looking better for me now.” 

 
 
 

From LT. - “I appreciate you all.  
You make an incredible difference in 
my life! Just wanted all you good 
folks to know that I know what a 
blessing you are to me!  I don’t feel 
alone and afraid all the time any-
more, and I haven’t for some time.  
And mostly that is due to the aware-
ness I have that the Servants Center 
is really looking out for me and car-
ing if I’m OK and if I’m happy. I don’t 
have anyone else anymore, not 
since my mother died 10 years ago.  
Thanks so much. You make all the 
difference!“ 

Office Volunteer - We have a moun-
tain of paperwork, busy phones, 
filing, faxing, and a variety of tasks 
where a volunteer can be of great 
help.  Can you help one day a week 
for a few hours?  We’d love to have 
every week day covered with a vol-
unteer.  Very flexible on the time of 
day that works best for you.   

 

Transportation Volunteer – We have 
some clients that have regular ap-
pointments or need someone to run 
them to the grocery store. These 
are fun clients and you will enjoy 
them.  They would be SO apprecia-
tive of your help.   

 

Volunteer your Marketing Expertise 
Have an eye for working with web-
sites, newsletters, brochures? We 
can use your help updating informa-
tional materials.  

Notes of Thanks We Can Use Your Help 

Homeless Seniors 

 

We have noticed an upward trend in 
the aging population of the mentally 
ill homeless. It’s hard to imagine be-
ing 65 or even 85 and living out in 
the woods, behind a building or 
sleeping in a shelter.  Of 170 clients 
for whom we are guardian or rep. 
payee, 83 are over 60 years of age!   

Marilee  scooting up and down Division 

Sleeping on infested bedding 


