
Our Purpose Remains Unchanged 
 

Servants Center is the only Christian 
organization in Grand Rapids focusing 
solely on the most neglected segment 
of the city’s homeless population: per-
sons suffering from severe neurologi-
cal brain disorders such as schizo-
phrenia.  Studies show that 30-40% of 
the chronically homeless are mentally 
ill. 
 

Due to the closing of most state men-
tal hospitals and poorly thought out 
“right to refuse treatment” laws, many 
mentally ill people are untreated and 
literally have nowhere to live and wind 
up on the streets.  Often these vulner-
able folks are asked to leave the 
homeless shelters due to their bizarre 
and disruptive behavior.  On many 
occasions these agencies have called 
upon Servants Center to help with 
persons the shelters were not 
equipped or trained to deal with. 
 

Servants Center is the only organiza-
tion in Grand Rapids that goes out 
daily searching for the mentally ill 
homeless who live under highway 
overpasses, in the woods along the 
river, under bridges, in abandoned 
buildings or in cars. 
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Fall 2018 
In spite of many barriers, the Lord has 
enabled Servants Center to get several 
hundred people off the streets and into 
safe, long-term housing, all in the 
name of our Savior. 
 

Over 600 persons have been served 
by Servants Center’s payee service 
through which Social Security checks 
are routed to Servants Center for man-
agement on behalf of clients who are 
not able to properly budget their 
monthly disability income.  Servants 
Center also serves as Probate court-
appointed guardian for many of these 
folks.  In recent weeks, we have taken 
on 54 individuals.  And there are so 
many more in need of our services. 
 

Servants Center is a non-profit organi-
zation that needs the financial support 
of churches and individuals to deliver 
its one-of-a-kind ministry among our 
most vulnerable citizens. Contributions 
are tax deductible as allowed by law. 
 

Please donate if you can.  Another 
way you an help is by asking your 
church leaders, class or place of busi-
ness if Servants Center representa-
tives could make a presentation  about 
the plight of the mentally ill homeless. 

Visit our website at www.scgr.org.  

Servants Center helps the mentally ill homeless and poor get off the streets 

and provides ongoing support with dignity, reflecting Christ’s love. 

Servants Center 

P.O. Box F 

Grand Rapids, MI 

49501 

 “Speak up for those who 

cannot speak for them-

selves, for the rights of 

all who are destitute.  

Speak up and judge 

fairly; defend the rights 

of the poor and needy.” 

 

Proverbs 31:8-9 

E-Newsletter 

We would like to begin sending out 

our newsletter by email in the com-

ing year.  Would you be willing to 

send us your email address?  This 

will result in BIG savings on printing 

costs and postage.  Email us at 

servantscentergr@gmail.com with 

“Enewsletter” in the subject line and 

we will save it for that purpose only.  

Include your name so we can up-

date our distribution list correctly. 
Sleeping bags as tents 



Helping the mentally ill homeless get off and stay off the streets . . . . 

Helping to Reduce Overuse of the ER as Routine Medical Care 

 

Part-time Paid Admin. Assistant 
Needed - We have a mountain of 
paperwork, busy phones, filing, 
faxing, data entry and a variety of 
office tasks that need the attention 
of an office assistant.  It would be 
20 hours a week, Monday-Friday.  
Lord willing we’d like to eventually 
make this a full time position.  Call 
our office or send us an email to 
servantscentergr@gmail.com.  

 

Transportation Volunteer – We 
have some clients that have regu-
lar appointments or need someone 
to run them to the grocery store. 
These are fun clients and you will 
enjoy them.  They would be SO 
appreciative of your help.   

 

Volunteer your Marketing Expertise 
Have an eye for working with web-
sites, newsletters, brochures? We 
can use your help updating infor-
mational materials.  

Thanks for Being There 

We Can Use Your Help 

Richard has been chroni-

cally homeless, sleeping 

outdoors and occasionally 

in the shelters. He walks 

everywhere.  His COPD  is 

quite bad and his mental 

health declining.  He has 

been visiting the ER twice, 

sometimes 3 times a day.  

We placed him in an AFC, 

but he would continue to 

walk away and end up in 

the ER.  After weeks of 

hospitalization for mental 

and medical help, we are 

praying a secure place-

ment is found and ap-

proved where he’ll receive 

the medical care needed 

and not overuse the ER. 

From T:  “We all have so much to 
be thankful for because we live in 
this great country, and I am thank-
ful that I know the good Lord.  I am 
old and disabled and can’t work, 
and I could never really hold a job 
due to my illness.  The kind people 
of America and Jesus Christ have 
given me an apartment, food, med-
icine, and enough money to even 
have cable. I am SO grateful. I 
can't imagine what my life would be 
like otherwise.  Well, I guess I 
could.  I wouldn’t be alive.  I would 
have died years ago in the streets. 
 

Thank you for what all you folks at 
Servants Center do for me.  What a 
blessing you are to me and have 
been for over a decade now.  You 
have been the answer to my pray-
ers many times over.  The Lord 
really does give you exactly what 
you really need.”  

“…LORD and King, help me so that you bring honor to yourself.  Be-
cause your love is so good, save me.  I am poor and needy.  My heart is 
wounded deep down inside me.  I fade away like an evening shadow.  
I’m like a locust that someone brushes off.  My knees are weak because 
I’ve gone without food.  My body is very thin.  Those who bring charg-
es against me laugh at me.  When they see me, they shake their heads 
at me.  LORD my God, help me.  Save me because of your faithful 
love.”                       Psalm 109:21-26 

Servants Center is 
uniquely positioned to 
help this individual and 
many others in need.  
They are not invisible 
to us or to our Father in 
Heaven.   
 

Please help us expand 
our services with your 
financial gift.  Will you 
consider making your 
gift a regular monthly 
or quarterly gift?   

Music on the walls of a camp 

under the highway. 

Thank you to Jamestown Baptist Church for the 

gift bags of personal care items for several doz-

en of our clients living in independent housing.  

They were overjoyed to receive these gifts. 


